
DEATH.
patient nnd If wise' Tlie eves af neath

o's iis with ii smile: he oil ian

that stills !h<- anguish and thal step- tl,.-
I- N-ilnre". oi-itltiuilon. meant lo bless

breath,
With peaceful nolhlngll
The Power lhal mad.- the light

es, uiid set Ike -lars on high,
.ant no! ilia! all should die.

I
. .ur mortal
He not afi aid
In your kind
tad gave H.. 1

I i'f c ii brief dav beam ipienclied In sudden night.
Think lbs! to di* ls bm to fall asleep
Mid wake refreshed where ihe new morning break
tad golden dav her losy vigor takes
Frotn winds lhat Inn Eternity's far height
..lid Hie white cres'* ol i.oil", per>*tual deep.
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CUAFTEB XIX
Piclio (ihisleri slept saaadly that night. Of

late, imleecl. ho hail become leas llSJllllia than lu¬
lim] fi rinerlv her-n, and h.* attributed the change
to the wcikn-s.* Whlth wag the Coiis.imf.iieo of his
wf.uii.l. There w.-r.- probably other causes at work
af I Im t Mne of which he wa* baldly ijjoiiecloua
lniii.elf, but winch ultimately produced a change
Lu him aud ju 'his way af leoktag at the world.

H.- gnana! at his open srladowa early in Ute morn¬

ing ani gaaed oul at the fresh, bright eauntry.
The delicate hand of rpriag had alre;idy ".ouched

world with color, and thc breath ol the comibt
lng warmth had wnked the ur., ia all thoee things
Whieh di.* yearly mid are yearly raised again.
Qhlslerl felt, the norning sun upon his thin, pale
faie, and he reallaed that he also hud been very
ne..i to death dunns the dark months, and he n-

liieiiiberod how he hud wished that he illicit be
not near only to dying, bul dead altogether, never

to take up again thc (i:iv that had grown BO

Wearisome and empty in his eyes.
But uovv .1 change had come For tho first tim*

In yeera, he itaew that if the choice were saddenly
BlTeietl vi ni the preoeat moment- li" would
choose .., jive ont all the days allotted to him.

and would wish that tl. v might Ih* many rather
than f"\v. There waa, indeed, a .lark spot on tli-'

page inst tuned, of whieh he could never efface
th-- memory, nor. in Iii-* own estimation. oUlUve
Hi- slim;.*. In Iiis dav-dronrr.s Maddalena d.-ll'

Aili"'* coldly peilee! fane was often lieiore him

with in expression upon it which lu* leared to iee,

kaoariag too well why lt was there--*apd onl <>f I

deeper depth of memory dead liianca Corloon.'-
.-'.- bro],erl at him With reproach nnd i*i_nrti!aei
with scorn. There was much pain in store for

liim get, of tho kind ut which the world never

¦.ue-s.-i], nor ever could Bul he would aol try lo

eeeapc from it. He would not anani sn act or

think a* to i.n hiin.elf coward in bia own heart's
tribunal.

Ile looked out at the distant hills, nnd down at

tim broad battlements and massive outwork*; ol

the ancient) foi I nag, ami fell to thinking rather
inlv aboal the jv-opl* who had lived and fought
and ounrr.'lled and Blain each other within and
B1"OW**d If-sMS ma*.ive wlls. and then li" though!
al1 al once of Adele Savelll and of his su*pH"'!-' r.*-

gaitllag !.er. II.* was in a particularly charitable
friar** of mind on that morning, and he suddenly
fell that what he almost believed on the previous
night \vn« utterly bo\,in,l the bounds of prob-
tibility. lt seemed to him that he had no manner
of riwlit to accuse any .me of tlie iriine ho hail

Imputed to her. on th* mu«t shadowy proiinds, and

absolutely without proof, unless the coincidence
of her uneasy behavior, with certain vague re¬

marks of hi* own, could b* taken as evil,-'

TTe sat down to think if all over, drinking his
coffee hy the open window, and enjoying the sun¬

shine a"d the sweet morning; air. The whole
world looked so pimd and innocent nnd fresh as

he pjBJJOd out upon it that th" pOaMh*-itiea of evil

laeased to shrink away into aathiag.
lint as he svsteinaticiilly reviewed tlie events af

the ra«t months his suspicion returnel almo-t with

the, fore*? of conviction. 'I he coin -.deuces were

log numerous to b* uttvihuted to chane alone.

Adele's distress of mind wu* too evident t<> be

denied. Altogether thor"* wns no "Weaging front

. the conclusion that, willingly or aawttUaglv, sb..

had been consciously insfrumenial in bringing
about Arden's illness and death. Uer questions
about tbe wisest course to pursue in cases "1

hlafkino.il pointed to the probability, if not the
certainty, that some third person was acquainted
with what had happeined, and thi.s (jerson wa. iu

l^ks, all likelihood the m;ild Lucia, So lar his reason-

Fjl ing took him quickly nnd plausibly enough, bul

WjB no further. How tim scarlet fever had b.s-n ron-

uiuniiat.-d fiom Ifiicia to Herbert Arden was moro

than libisleri cohld guess, but il Adele wa* really
In the serving womun's pawer it roust have been

done in each a way as to make what had hap¬
pened quite clesr to tho latter. Alter thinking
over all the pos-nhilities. and vainly attempting i"

solve the hard problem, Ghkderi found bimsell
as niucli at sea as ever, anil was driven to ac¬

knowledge that ha must trnat to ohaaoe for ob-

tainin;. any furiher evid.-nce in the matter.

Meanwhile Adele had determined to follow his

advice. Her anxiety wpj becoming uiibearabl.>,
and she felt that she could not endure such sus¬

pense much longer. Tn accuse Lucia directly of

having opened tho lettej and committed the theft
would lie ra*h and dangerous. There was a lure

poaalhilltr thal some one else might have done tbe
deefl. She must in a-ny ease b«* cautious.

"Lucia." sho said that morniag, while the

woman was doini? her hair, "do yon reraember
thal some dav* ago 1 gave yon a letter to be reg-

istered. and that yon brought back the receipt for

it from thc postoftico?"
..Ye*. Excellency, I remember wry well." Lucia

had lK*en ox|« ?tin.r fur a loin,* time that her B~Jst**4**js
would niicstion her ami sha was nuite prepared.
Sin- hud g("0(l nerves, and the certainty that the

great lady was altogether in her power made bet
cool and collected.
"A verv extraordinary thing happened to thal

leUi'i,*' Bald Adele, looking up at lor own face In

the nias* to |_ive herry'lf coma-re.
.. lt Wis rather

important. I had written to Padre Bonaventura,
asking spiritual guidance, and I particularly de¬

sired sp* answer. But he wrote to me by nt urn

of posh gaging that when h« opened the ejgvelope
he lound only four sheet* of blank paper without

a word written on iheni. Von seo. somebody

must have thought there was money in tlsj) letter."'

"They are such thieves at the peato-Bcel* ax-

claimed Lin ia. "But this i* ft terrible atlair, Kx-

eellencyI What is to be done'.' The pggtmgggfg
must be aaat to the galleys immediately:"

lu Lucia's conception o! tho law such a sum¬

mary course seemed quito practicable.
"1 am afraid that would be very unjust, a'ul

could do no good at all," said Adele. '"I am

ijuite sure that the postmaster would not have

dgq<d to open a letter already registered and fog

whi'-h he hail given ii receipt. As for any one

in the house having done it, I cannot believe it

either. I gave lt into your hands myself and you

brought me back thc gtaggped bit of paper.it is

there in my jewel-case. 1 only wish you to lind

out for me, very quietly and without, exciting sus¬

picion, who took that letter to the post. If I

could get it back 1 would give the person who

brought it to tn«* a handsome reward. You under¬

stand. Lucia, bow disagreeable it ut to feel thal
a letter concerning one's most sacred foldings is

lost, and has perhaps been read by more than one

person." *

"I cannot imagine anything more dreadful I

Hut be easy, Excellency. I will do all I can, and

none of the servants .ball suspect that I am qnee-
tioning them."

"I shall be very much obliged to you, Luciu,"
saul Adele. "Very much obliged," she repeat- i,
with some emphasis.

"It ls only my duty to serve Your Excellency,
who bas always been so good to nie," bmWU! ll
Lucia, humbly.

Adele knew that there was nothini; more to be

said for tho present, and she congratulated herself |
on having been diplomatic in her way of othalng
tho bribe. Lucia would now in all likelihood take
some time to decide, but ior the present she w mid
certainly not part with the precious document
Adala felt sure that it had neither been destroyed
nor kent out of the castle. Lucia probably kent

concealed In a "mi fe ruiner of her own roora,
stier lock ivi*i key, and to attetapt to get p.r*-
"-.ion of it bp I..i «. would be oul of Ihe quee-
<>n, .is in m. *t italian houses the servants all
ck".] tlsrii own rooms and carried the keys about
ith th<-m. Lucia, of course, .lid like the rest.
Bui Luria, on lier sid", distrusted her mistress.
newing what sin* now knew ol Adele, *h,. be-
¦veil her eipaid." "f almost anything, including
i" picking of a Lick nnd the skilful abstraction
tim letter from ii* secret hiding-place. A* soon

she was ;,t liberty she uren! an 1 got tb" paper .

ul coneesled it in her boaont, intendin. to keep
there until sin* could select som.1 sal" spot in a

mote part, of the castle) where she might pm ll
v;iv in greater safety. To cany it about willi |
.r ni.til Ad.le took her back to Rome would ho

inh, -lie thought. Ad*le might maped wliere it j
as af nnv moment, an force h r lo viv* if np.
r it mi.ht be lost, which would he even worse.

Adele herself fell singularly rrli>v*-d. She lui

¦iv linle doubt bul lhat Lucia wonld C4>rne to
.mis. Sb" might, Indeed, ask- a very large sum. j
nd it mich! be very Inconvenient to b*- ohllicd

find it .it .short notice. lint tli" sole heiress
. an enormous estate would certainly ,"* vb!.- to

.t money In some wav or oilier. In tl. .

me Lucia would not ofTm- it to any one dan.
nco or all people her mistress wonld 1>" willing
make the croat' *f sacrifice to obtain possession

[ ir. On the whole, therefore; Adele's anxk*tj
Iminlshed on thal day. end sb.* seemed bMter

ten sh.* met lier l'i;.band and Ghlslerl in ihe Rreat
lurtyard where they were sonning tlt4**a*j*elves and

mtinuine. their talk ahoiii polJtJe«
"T promised thal I wc lld show you the castle,"

ie said to I'i.-tro. '-Would if gutta* von to co

ith mo now'* Fran*.¦..' docs not irgjre lo com,.,

r course, and he nlwnys has hi* bnslnesji with the

eward to attend lo before breakfast."
Pietro evpressel his readiness lo follow her

rom the dei p**st dungeon lo tlie topmost turret

f the castle.
" Have yon slept -well ?" he naked, n* thea* moved
way toother. "Von ere lookiinr much better
his morninc."
"Yea. T fed better." she answered. "T>n yon

now T think your coming lia* bad something to
.. arith lt. Voa liriv.. cheered ns with your talk
nd your news. We were fast falling Into the
cgotahle sta'.e. Francesco and I."'
(.hi*!.-ri smiled, partly out <>f politer.-***, anl

arr!*." at Ii i-s own thon -lits.
.¦I am ghtl to hare been of anv nar." he mid.

I will do mv best to he amusing a* long n* yon
ill have me."
"Von need not take it ns snell nn enormous

implimenl," Adel.* 1 tushed. "Of course, jron ar*

¦.ry agreoable.al least, yon can be when yon
boose.bnt the greal thing ls lo have wmehody.
ny body whom one knows and likes a little. In this

rear** place. Shall we rssaln nt the t«.|. or Ihe h rt-

iiii° The prisom or tb* towers? Which ihall
be""
"If there i* n choice l"t u* begin In tli- lower

scion*." rmswer.-'l lilli--'..-i i. '* Do voi Ilk* ne- *i

iltle, Donna Adel-:'" h<* ask *d. ss she Iel Hie way
long the curved an I sriwothly paved deneen!
rhleh led downward t., il," subterranean part of
he for1ress.
She lane-hod lightly, -*iil glanced at him. Sh¬

ad alway* wished to make :, con ,11-*.* t.t Pietro
ihislerl, bul she ha I found few opportunities ni

pins alon" with him, for he ha never been anion;

lu* assiduous at her shrine. She "njene elsa liow
.noli he admirer] Lanni Arden, and sh* suspected
im of being Incipiently In love, lt would be dc-
Iglitful to detach him ti an Iha! allegiance.
-Yes," sh- .ari, -1 like v., a im!". Did yon

vp. rt me to like yon very much? Yon have
lever done anything to d.rve it.'
'.I arish 1 could." nntrwei-od fthisWi, with enn-

lete InsJncjsrlly. " Bu! 1 nm afr lld I sh.mid never
et a* far ii* that."
"Why not ?"
" When n woman loves lu-r husband. * ITedld

mt finisii the sentence, fur it s..,.m"l nnncrjsanary.
" 1 do not want yon to make love to mo," Adele

iMwered, "thoogfa I believe yon know how ti do
t to perfection. Ir i* often a very kma way from
Iking very mueh to loving b very Ililli*. Thai i-»

he place where, old Glenluce kepi bi* brother
'anio in pti-cn for eighteen jrenrs. 'Ihen Glan-
uc.t died suddenly one One morning nnd Paolo
rna l"t out i.v the soldiers and immediately throw
lianluca's wife lout of Ihe window of tlie ea I

tower, and cul ofl the hea ls of hi* two sons on

Ibe same afternoon I will show you where thal
iv.is dom' u*hen we go upstairs. Paolo was an

'xtremely energetic person."
" D'-ci'ifdlv so, I should say.." 'a-"i.t"d fii i-l"ti.

'You ni" all il".c..||.|..,| ii.in bin, I supposs*."
"Yen, be took- care thal we should lie, by klii¬

ng all the other branch "f the family. Tliose
lollows in the stun.- ai" supposed to have been
nado by hi* footst<i*s. 'linnie what a walk! Ii

:ist"d "ijiit".':! years. Bul it is an airy pla< and
iot damp, Those windows were Ibero then, they
.ay. lin yon see thal deep channel in the walt!'
lt l»ads straight up throti.h lite castle to thc floor
»f Hie little passage between tin- old cuai boom
md one of the towers. There .i""l to bp .1 trap*
loor.lt was still lhere when 1 waa a littl" girl,
len mv father ha* had a slab of Stone put down
instead. They used to entice their dennut end
mos! familiar enemies up lhere, and jv*t u- the
man set foot on the board .1 so lilli *r in the tower
|iul!"d a boll in the wall ami the trap-door bil.
lt la two hundred feet, they say. lt w.t. so <|.-,-
¦ily managed! They suv thal the las! person
who came to ._rief there was a Monsignor lloeca-
paduli in the year si\t.**u hundred and tottt Hiing,
bul no one ever knew whai had become Ol hun
ttntil the neut generalton.''

Familiar from lu-r childhood with ever'; corner

of the vast building, she led Oltisleri through one

portion after another, telling such of tlie tal"* <>i

horror a* oat remembered. Little by little they
worked their way to llie" 11 i»i>" r regions. In the

guardroom, a vast hall which would have made a

v.l-eised 'hurch, she showed hun th» greal slab
of stone the Prince had substituted for the w 10 len
trap-door of former days, and which had meroly
beea placed over the yawning tdtaara without plas¬
ter cr cement, its own weight being enough to

keep it in place. They pasfeii over it and ascend¬
ed the stair* in the tower, emorinn'' at last Into
the bright sunshine upon one of the bighesi bat-
il.-m.-nts. They sat down sid,, by sid- on a Stone
bench.

'It is pitas niter lt**"re," said Adele. "There is
a sort ol attraction about those dreadful old places
down below, because one never unite realises all
the things tbat happened there, and il i* rather
like an old-fsahioned novel, all full of murder and
sudden death, ll it the sunshine is nmd, nicer,
is it not? Bhall wi* stay up bern till il is tine
for breakfast ?n

" Hy ull means. It is a delightful plane for a good
talk." lihislcri was tired, and glad ta sit down.
"Thpn you must talk to me," continued his

companion. "Between the siairs ami playing
Kilbie, I have no voice left. Whai will rog 'talk-
about i* Tell me all about your own ca-t!.-. The*
say it is very intcr.-stin.. I wish I could sae it I"

"Aft'-r (Jeraiio it would s-oin v.-ry tame to you.
It is mostly lg ruin*, and what there is left of it
is v.-ry much the worse for Wear, I woul I Hoi ad¬
vise you to take tho trouble to stop, evtjrj il' pen
bhoiild ever pass near it."

"Thal is a way you have of d'pr.-ciafiiiK ,.\-,-rv-

Ihing connected with yourself,*' 8Jid Adele. "Why
do you do it :-*"'

" Do 11'"1 asked -.ihislcri, careles*ly. " I suppose
I have th" kiri that it i* bettor to ht people be
a.r.s'ably surprised, if there i* to bg any sn pris,.
at all. When you have lu* ird thal a man is
insuperable, if hg turns oul bandy tolerable you
think him nice."'
"Thea it is mere po*,, ttl your part, with the

deliberate intention of producing an effect':"
"Probably.mere pone." Ghialcri laughed; he

looked at the woman iii In* sid," and wondered
whether he could ever Iiml out the tr,nh about
Arden's death, ami the eonneetlon with it which,
as he believed, she inn*' have had.

She, on her part, did not even piles* that h*
suspected lu-r. The though! had crossed her mind
on the previous aiternoon, but she hud Very | ion

digmiflsed it. She found relief and change from

the monotonous suffering of the pas! days In Mk.

nu; lo him. and ..h.* tn-I lo enjoy what she could
without allowing h-r mind to wnndei .wok to its

ciaa pi-.pat.-.,,, ri.i-ifti wss i ry careful
noi ti- rouse her susplcj in bj any accidental refer
..nee Io what lilied hi* thouJni ;.s nun I. as it

did her own, and they spent nor- than half an

hour in aimless and more <>r less amusing eon-

v. r-.i! !<mi.

Gerano lil noi offer anv viv greal variety <>i

muns,.tn mt. After breakfast there wns the usual
interval for smoking mid ...ll"", and alfi tint

th.- usual drive "f two nt three hours in tlie hills.
Then, I*.i and .mull mik. tb- dressing hour, til"

sirival ef tb- p,-t with tlc- morning papers fi"m

R va-, dinner, niorr* smoking, and more conversa¬

tion, and bedtime wa* reach i. It was ti"' gay,

nnd when ho ¦Wired f"r Hie nigh! c,',i\-<-

leri was beginning to wonder baw lon?
i.,. eanld eodnre tb" ordeal with equan¬
imity. Ile wa* i.,,t ...nei,.Hy ri min very

easily bored, and th.- reasons whieh had brought
him to Gerano were strong enoua-h in themselves
to make him ready lo sacrifice n x.I itoal, but he
realized thal he was no! mnking anv advance In
the direction ul discovering iii' lecret, II" bal

learned more in the tint few bonn of bi* si ig

than he had lewrnetj* since, and so far a* ht '"nil

see, h.* was not likely tu lind on anything more.

Ile had noticed, to', th" iv.pi-"M'/vnt in Adele's
appearance on that day. It \\:is possible tint -.u-

lind already act,.,i upon the general s ivie ne h. I

given lur, and thal she hud insured thc silence
of the person she dreaded, ir any such person ex¬

isted. Bul it wa* equally possible thal n. one

knew what she bud done, and thal she ha I not
meant anything by tin* qnestiori.

The third dav pawed like thc r»*-e©nd, and the
fourth began without promising anv change . I< le

appeared as usual st eleven o'clock and .*i>-nt an

hom- with Uhlsleri. They were liectMnlng more in¬

timate by thi* time than Ihey hud ever been be¬

fore during tbeir long gcqnainl mea, and Adele
nattered hr* di thal she had* made :yi Impression.
Ghlslerl would not forget the hoapitalitj sh* had
offered him, and nexl year would he more often
seen in the . ii.'- ol her silmirers. She even Imag¬
ined thal lu* might fall into a sor! of mild end
harmless flirtation, if she knew how t<> managn
him.
A littl.- before the hour f"r breakfast sh.- wen!

lo li.op ronni. I.ri"i.i wa* there, as usual, waitinj-
in ci-" sh- should b" li-.'d.'l. As sh- n-l niche I

Adele's bair, and gove a iitnl twisl with thc curl-

in,' tongs lo the ringlets at tlie hack of her mi*-

ti'.'s.-.. neck, sh.- began to speak in s low voice
and in a Bomcivh<i1 Inuri- l manner.

" I inc.." found .",' v.i: t....;. the !"'.. r, Excel-
"ney," sh" *.ii,i. lr I- in s safe pl ice an n

one el*." has sen it. Ile- pf i* tn will .ive it lo

ii,,- ai on"- if th.- reward ls lal «.' ¦'¦ ii
.\.I, !".«- ,.v. - sparkled, and a little .-,,: .r r,.-- i-i

lui- checks. Lucia watched th reflection ol ber

face in th" mirror.
¦ How min li tlc* she i ¦'-."" die Inquired, with¬

out he-.tat. ui. md willi .i "i vin basin
.*h:n piles* iu h< i tone, .

'I ic v. is a in,,i: .¦¦.'- p ;-¦.. a- I.'i' 11 withdrew
t!.- 1 in * li vi t' ¦. ii!-- , .i;

Site a-!,- ir thousand I; ni ." -h.- sal I. in
son .. ii -pi lation, foi he had hui '¦'¦-.' ever

nie .-ii spoken of so lat a s*nn
" Thal is a greal deal, I Adele, j

1- ndin t..i pu- d, *-¦:, I lo

conceal lier -.;ti n lion. " I li e not so n

oul bile in3i 1. I In i. .'

either. Sh i l until we ko lu ll ..,.

.. \ rear, ii yom r'.xe, I! -ni ¦. plej
maid, blow In . n i Iran pan han

li el li- ni au ;it.tun/ -i.
" In the tn" m wit! ... 1 v. mid ii*. to ha

lott. r. I suppose -li" >.- li a< *pl n

a ,*t.'ii. il sin* i" tun"- ll
*. < if .-Hir- . -',. n lld, and si

Ihe papi - al om ¦. ¦¦ Instead ol a promise, Iii

no doubt sh.* would h i-i I with a

bil of (ewolrj Bl a pie 1.1
"Thal would '.. simpler," ,; 1 Adele,

S.|,c could n"f bul be vst-'i ,-h . a* lb* -.

cool eflronl ¦;;. though lt wai

anything si... asked. " I a un >n i

foi h. i to keep a* a ph ¦ ld I, * I

want thc letter Ihl* afternoon
" Ye, Excellency "

Dui v the 11 dd ty m**al \ l<*1 . rt ii bj . t

Bl)** bl Mid li. Ml '."I V ..- SI.'ll"
un-l mi"i*y duriu md irett
Of tl e ill! Tl.'I. '.l.'-b'l Wat. "I lu

I illlycarli**r ih in iisuiil
.be w. nt lo l"i i.ii to ;'"t ready ¦. th i" ii

ti,.ii li ive
Lucia « rs lit ins: f .r lu i. pale 11 '!.¦ nit an I

e- i 1.'lilly i:, :, si tte >'l fl." iii -* ii il itimi.
Wit ho it a word / '. ..

look out a lilli" t. Im*.. ;, it,
vn I ela ni .. I at a pair i can in - ll

lain.il, shill it nuain and h'd'l il on! t i.
Ti bet su rprbe Ute woman drew hack, Henri' ru

teat tci ir, and ti\ in- t.. ". Is-hin the long
toilel table as ti. . lt In fe i ul lia . r lint a

"What ls th matter?" asked Adele, In si rpris .

Wis Ls ti .. bt: a '.' V.'l.i . jon not vc [I
to me?"

A real misfortune hv* happ sd," i-p- l

Lucia, hardly able to *p**ak. " I cain . ¦» n

from the poison
"What:" Albie's voice rang tin.li thc r sim.

Do you wan! more money tn ¦¦ VVli il i l
. omedy .' *

..'I I,- letter is n »l Us re I ,¦ does noi km.7.
when- it i*. It |> lost- Kxcellcucj -

.. Los! t Wh. i" did you lillie ii ?
I.'i'ia was rilui"*! loo frighten**! hy Ibis !..,,,.

to t-ll conn, et, dh what bad happcnH, bul Adele
undi i.i'""l ifl. long Iha! the maid lia I Io I

about for a afc pim.- in which t hi lc the pr- clo i-

dotiiiii.'i.t, and had al h.-t "I.led t lip n Under
the great slab of stone which had i.i alica ly
m. nt".iud as covering tie- openln ol lite oublictt**
l*>twcen tho guardroom and thc t,. ..-... I, n i., h ,.|

found tha! on one side, owing t,, the irregularity
of tl" old pavement, lhere was room to bay the
folded pip m. .I that abe could jus! slip her
hand in so gu io withdraw them again. She was,
of co'iis.*, quite Ignoranl thal tlie stone covered a
well of which il,.- shun penetrated to the low. st

foundation of the castle, and Um! one touch ol bet
han i, or a goal of wind, wa* enough to send lite
light sh.-eis over th.- edge close t" whleri -h.. in i

unwittingly placed them. vi le still pretended
to be angry, bu! sh.* drew a long breath al relief.
Sh" knew the exact fpo? Itt which t, look for
what, she waul.-.i. Sh locked np her dlnmon lo
again, seoldtng Lucia p., her M^b-jsncm all the
tim-, ami doing her beal to be very aevcrc. Li 11

bon* all thal wa* raid t<> her very meekly, for she
had expected lar worse, In bet opinion si.mo]
had iu'cideinaiiv diat»vered the I. 11.*i-. and taken
it, and wool I make capital out "t il a- she hui
mean! to do. Ib-r disappointmen! teas so great,
.is the sum of live thousand li,mes bad secmeil to
lor enormous, but her bar soon vani lu-ii arbon
she saw that Ad.-le had no intention ol doing lu-r
any bodily Injury, nor, apparently, of dismisaiug
her again. Thal Ihe pupers were really gone from
th" place of concealment she knew beyond a doubt.
Sh" had lit, a taper In her e.Torl tn lind them,
and had thrust it antler the slab, bending low
and looking into the crevice. Nothing white ol
any sort h.nl been visible.

Adele dressed bersglf for going oul and left the
¦roora. Bal Instead of Joining her husband and
Ohielerl at one.-, Mk- turn.-<i on! of the main pas¬
sage by the cross corri.b.r which l-l Io ll,.- court¬
yard, Went out and walked quickly down the in¬
clined road by whkh sin- had led (Ihialeii to Paulo
Bracefolg dungeon. There, where the shaft ur the
oubliette came down, she wa* quit . sure of lin ling
the little package ol she.!* which m.Min au much
to her and windi ha,] almost mean! a fortune lo

iii tlie bone "f seeing a white thing caught and
sticking ta the stones, bul *h.- could not distin-
aitish tb'- f.iinicsi reflection "f anything white.
y,t she Was eonvini**d that the thing must have
(allen all the way. The shaft, a* tdi* wall kn-iv
wus .uitc perpendicular uu 1 the masonry compact

md well finished. 'Ile object ol tho*" wh had
'.Hilt ii hal i.ti pt" '-ly ii prevent the po*«l-
liility of the victim catching on a projection ol

it win!., falling.
VI, |. (urned pale mid hiiti"! against the wa ll,

,,,-nl.,,, hard. If I ucla* had neted differently
.he mi-ht v.ive iie.-n siis|*ecte.l "t bavins told, a

.|, nnd nf k«*epln«. the letter l»ck in order

to extort :i larger sum for it at som.- future time.
Hut Lucia had evidently i.n frightened. Mor**-*

iver, ih woman was un lo ibtcdly Ignorant of

tl.\i-i,.i. of the w, ll und.-r thc stone, or elie

ivied,I never have -en so foolish a< IO cl.se>
inch n place tor hidin anything so valuable, au I

it was - leir that she hud no Idea "l the manner
in which tl," package had disappeared, rhat lt
tonal h.iv- iradi.-I the bottom, tdele wa* auIto
--ii,- in that ca..- ..ump one ha been in thc dun-
,-,,ii before ber and bad pi* ked it up, but who

,., one might b she hs n means ol e >n«

(ccturina".
Si," hardly knew h.uv she readied thc courtyard

lenin, ll cost hr i si.perhiiunn eflorl ti wall:.
I-, th.. | issagc -h" mc! li .'¦ linshnn I

"Whai ls the matUT?" he asked, as soon as he
uaw her fa "e.

*. I feel very III.1 won! to breathe the air.

Sb - '"m."I tn asp for bri nth.
Franc. *¦. i drew her arm Ibm lah his nnd walked

reith ber f -i room. She wt- clearly not in a

-ta-.. In which sh.ul 1 think of going om.

S.nelli v.eut i..i<k ann cxplalnelT to Gliisleri,
uh', if nnvthlng, was glad to escape from Hie
monotonous drive. Ile .jot a book anl shut hlm-
¦elf np In ld. room t read. Thal eveoino, SavclII
fold him thit \d.'!e was worse, and wi- iu ll -tat"

,f indi-scrihahlc nervous azit.itk.n. lt was clearly
hi* duty !. go away, If Adele were nbonl to ne

.liousiv m, an.i h.- told Ronifuxln to puk hw
things thai nlchl. Ii matters did not Improve,
lie would !"t\" on tin* toltowina morn ina

Tlioush Francesco was not much affect *d by hi*
**i!.'s -nib-riii"... the dinner wns anything bul
brilliant, tor he anticipated a renewal of all tb"
innnvani.f Ihe Ural tow days. Moreover, ir

Adel" was liable to sudden relapses of lin* laud
nt any moment, mil without Hie smallest i"i-";i

nr warning, id* 1 ir-* would. Ire "¦ lona, be lunle a

burdon f,. him. As the husband of s permanent
invalid, I." ."ill hope tor very little liberty yr
amusement. A wife may sro Into th" wm ld wlth-
"it h. hu hand, beeniw he i* .-itm---: I li bc oe

iMipicd with more Important nffair*. bul bnshnnd
who frequent* parties uIk-ii hi- wito i conslnnily
suffering i* conslilercil li- urti. in lli« extreme.
Tint, .n I. ;-.. i* society'* view of tl" miilniil
. i :i iti,,i,. --I, I n ir I. no* ,!"- r-t "ii". H '- B*

. founded ii- ni tl"- tl.rv ol woman's eon-
niosl of .' i,-t\"- *. lew* ar,-

l'i an. "-co was <'ii-; ur ,n tu live
Ad,!.- mi im V u-'d '! ¦-¦ of l< ral, In th** hone
thal ¦!". might sleep, and con-cntently nive him
les, trouble "ii il,-- nev! day. I'm In this cou¬

rin lon he was mist ken sin. awoke in uren!
p.iiv, sufi.rina, sh? said, from a violent hen
and. i thal her Ita I ircmld I violently
n di iva* hardly able to lifi a r ip tc. h¦-,¦ lip*
when il e mir* in idhi her te Kavi did ti >l

. I.. ke*-p M.id. I1 Wi *.: Ute ll t!--r uli-

" "i..- ld* intention "f returnln t t.. town, fin li
h.- i |. -,| him to come u it ii iin, ns soon is

111" better. Til nv,n who di ive

P -i , had .-. js-Mitt -a''-l to 1 *' do tor n it

t.i. ian,,, V. iflTTl | ;a'l'. tint to
fm .. iii . h'liiflr.-d i aretti * \\ lileh Fm
wantc f< bin -*If

. in.'.¦! left manv .. r Vd< lc and 'to¬

par.ed >*iih i:..tii* little wlsei thin wlien
h" arrived, bul insld *rably ni >r . eui i-. is.

i ii Kin ii: \\

fl v rcllei io bo v 1. im Ard *n

fm nu bout < the lat afti r li retut n. a
v '¦ ,i

chair wbi h had cn ne to le* re trded a« br*. Sh .

il, and lie san

thal ii ¦' "i . iteil I visit to A'h k
va* lint li iii to Iel him

know ii. Tin pttiity in
th" ai .,*,. ; . th il .ui rn ul' I bey whi'

,: '. -
. li un

v.- mt, Btld ¦. sac

aiivi look no tro i!'"" to
ll 1 i h¦-, si

-. ih.. premainn ly a u ld w n

look of I pw 1 ' ¦. .!

iv* -. ll hu Vd -1 v
-'

I, il ihe .hu ital
-I !. il"

I. trot
im -. rir>

; .» "Mir I ell
l."l Wll '1

.A i-'.:;. .. du*!.
.ii, ; ra, that you

..nd \ be so ,» in every
v iv. lt tri" thal . i I.

-. ii - in-'

>, and vet I do liol
.. i. i \V«> ¦:

ill," Sit III"
el ir. 1.1 to be rm

11 was 1 I le - 11 -

; ' i-:,. ¦ r in he
*

, -t, this

i. I
! i,a- e a bad 1

- Ill -t ,l.ll. a. I ,14 I il
.-i ia 'i p"i on and a. limn .li I

d do it. lin tint .i.in that I
lilld ;. 'lilli. I

li'nice tl.ii. :- about
i.iii-l. ri. I. .i I .¦" lld Ui

th. lo V
1 i it, lt would i,<->*d a.

Hut j nu no! re th ll I wmtl lill
of y on a* i"-ii;.' un i .-t no I let til I lunn

.in I 1 ara iltnosl Ind lo heal mt

thal \, ii em iai I net i*

know iu lhit .vi re I tuan, a well a* in '.

rmi in i..
How i* Ad,..;,",!.
I'll-' last I heard Ipi li

won*'. Sue ll.** i mi ible
Sh" ha* thc mk ¦.! it w in

Lill Vi li! d tli.tii .*;,,, I ha i'll,"I h
sollie!I lull -t

"1 had the i
*: .¦ I i*t tm,-

I saw hei I.,,,,", ;|,a* I mk icu ii 'll. I ha*
. ¦..ii ii in \' ,i fa , som I ime ., -.-. Il a* in Inn t."

In linn" i.i., V,, ,o kt i| kee ni.' at lu
fl." li tn .iii -.' e m.-ant iiior* thiin

l. bu tl e ni s. Hine ini nance
with her. "Wii.-ii did I >"..". shojv you thu! I
was in t,,,iii-l" : bc a-k. tl

I hat \\ ...iii- iii. Volt have m -1
. ii used t ¦ look ii.ii l

sometimes, like r niau who ha. u wound in th-*
I ..I I Pl hap* ,t < coll' -...,, .(lu \\ hiidl tl

I* lids oil tbe .*..> ., ii-- ina le, I'hi Int
lin," I ever noli.! it wn yo*, I renie:.-,

;i was iiior-" than a y.*ur ugo, thal ni t

when von spoke yo ii |..fm io the Shrove I'm
ina nierode, Ii was liol when you were talking
lu ni .. Von I....!,. p ifeetl> dtalmli ,1 th.vi. ll
eas Inter. I san you stuiulin*- alone in a door-
v.a\ after a 'inn..-
"Whai a memory you have! I whs "probably

in ii bad humor. I ihi.tiIK ant, even mm
" Why do yo sa* even nov, "" iisIchI Ltura,

walebing hi* face
.¦nh, I hindu know," be answcreil. "All sort*

,.| linn. bave b ipi.i to ni -.-,., iii -ii ij. .nn

pim my existence, Al lhal lune it wsw very
particularly complicate

.* And bow have you -unpin 'I i'" vii" pit ti,
<|U'-l|oii ll. lil!.! .-iioi,::Ii, nilli put" Ibu i.lit
l'.-dv, not even gU'win!* al lite trutn.

lt bas bc.-ii simpliiie for in- lt came neat
'..ni sm,pilli,-,I mi,, being ii" existence .t all. A
few in. bes m.|.b- tJie dn!- i. net'

."Ve..'' s.n.| IfOiira, thoughtfully, "thc greatest
ol' all dm. -i .'¦¦-. you."

" An.I I,. .,.. :,t all t.. any ono else,'1 u hied Chia¬
ll n. willi dri lau li,

Nh" till ed li 'Vi' l!;'| I; ,-\ ... ||p,,|. h|i|.
The Ulla drooped a little a sh« scrutinized h,s
im" *. ui.'uhn e..Lin. inn with n ndtl intetest,
"1 S'lpp,*' iliui mi.vit bc ....it nu",'' sh" raid

m la t. |WI ,- ll ,-. lb,: i|u ,,,.) 1^,. >ou
iiii.v thc eli.-i Im nay m. n ,,i that v. nj

tihialeri was silent, bul lie mel ber va/" qui ll>
.rn without lUnching, until .li- lo ked awui She
siubed :. little ;, ii.' np a hit oi embroider*,
she wns iloiny fm lie iinwiil ul little Herbert.

" W lu tb. j it, ii li'' ii" asked, no! expel Hug
ih.n hh.. would .in-'., the hui stlon,
"Fm someone,'1 -bc mu.I simply, and sh.- began

to bink" a i. v. Still lies.
ll-- kv.-M that *h" wm thinking ol Maddalena

dell' .'uii:,, aj*d hi- lu- rn r uifii . him.
** I wa* wrong i" say ii," lie answered) in ¦

more gentle tone "Thor** wa* perhaps nie ex¬
ception to the nd.- ''

I'lii-lcn grew .\"ii ni"i" careful ol In* speech
ariel ib.it. Hui he did noi *..¦«. Laura oft.*n i»*-
*"l" hbe u.-nt aWB)' li'" I b'.val.l li,i lite t-.,iui,,,

The spring was going fast, and tbe tim.- v,.,*,

coming wh"ii Koni" would rn* its quiet, ultj-fasli
h.h. .I rs.-n ;i" un for those lew who lnvi*d il h li
enough to in,, the he.il -.1 July ami August.
Ainu,*! every one waa thii'Viu i e,,,,,,. away
I h.* Prince and l*rincess ol lieruiio were going out
'" Hu* raslie earlier Ihan uni ul, for tlie neus i
Adel* grew ileadil* worm'. I rau,-,--.,.lU- p.,,,
tb.- doctor mn ie;i.ltil.\ three lim<« -,, week
and wa. ion-.-.j n, lead mi existence I,.- dcte led'
Ile, wit., was bj thi* time quite unable to gel rest
witlioul taking v.iv largi* 'inaiitities ol c.hh.r.il
and b| limn her sufferings \en- nuch thal ii'

'ned aliiio-i advisable lo give her morphln
. ¦".rv one, however, who brough! intellLeiic,
ttl 'u l..-iai,o a-1,. ,| in .savin'' thal sh.- ,|,,| |, .,
.''" keep up, and *..-ni".| lo ,i,,..1(| ,|,. i(l,.( ,if
an iUnesj, which might k.**n her perm.nils lu
ne* room. Uh.-u.vr she i.-lt able abo iiims|,,i ..
v'"iiii:o.,t ind on going through tho rogilla, ,.,.,'
"t im,nolonous i.nirv occupations Her fnh-i
and Mepmother, ihcrclor.-, .l.-i,-,,,,,,,,.,, to (>11
.ind help 1 ra.'at*-i<o lo tuivo care of ber ami make

A.A.VANTINE&CO..
Japanese, Chinese,

Turkish and India Goods,
j
Tm***: 877, 879 BROADWAY.

FURNISHINGS FOR SUMMER COTTAGES.
Will offer Monday, May 29th,

Important Reductions in
JAPANESE

JUTE RUGS AND CARPETS,
In new colorings and patterns, all sizes.

JAPANESE BLUE AND WHITE

COTTON RUGS AND CARPETS,
Also offer a wide range of styles and

designs in

CHINESE RATTAN FURNITURE,
Specially desirable for cottage, hotel,

lawn or veranda use,
. ALL OUR OWN DESIGNS .

ranging from
$4 00 S4Q002 77 to ¦ *s# 77 ea.

li, r cxiati-ncc a* In-arable ar |»oa»lh|o, Anio
lier fricitdti -ir- na- hpoken ol with tl"* utmoat
,ii,ip;,-si,,n, and no one rret »«i^g**tcd that hoi

lin." -.s coulti proceed from any nuclt chis- na
«.l,i-i"ii i'"ln-V".| to lie .n tho root "i lt.

A few d ivs l-cfore Laura Arden wan lo un away
Donald c m.* to i'ietro'a room m tin* morning with
.. very .i;i*.' face. I.n I.v il.-ib.-ri. I," -nd
ii..fit that t'hi Vii would iindct*»tn«ij whj ula1
did not v.iit.', hui sent Donald in rjenon nilli a
\.|b..I I ll .--¦-. t _'. -. Silo .Va* L'.llll'. T.V"\- Illjrl w.n
aboul to give un lite apartment in which alie
lied -|'-ut th.- winter, '.vith.cn an) rn* ntion ol
l'l.nv M a run ni thc .. -do.-, ina m-ii--. i'lierc
wei" certain ilimu*-* rhul hud Monged tn l.ird
llcib.it IfUdv llir'-ert lia** no hoi.-.md dbl nd
irk" i.. ..-ii.I tl..-in t-, jftird Lu Iwot th w< «' I'liin
!'-ii tube li .i " "i tl .. i, ki lui ai.. ? Pietro,
,i conn*"*, .-i-,i"i'.|, and Iwo ho'ii- I-ir- r Donald
nrlivid w ni. a hr-te .-.n i i. .<. load ol »¦ \.->. I'hln-
b-ri looked '.ii wi tli -,, v.-ry unpleasant .ri*..'ion
iv his thi, af i* |i| li: -i ns oi\. IU were
lt"' 'III 'i.-tais ,,r.tl (h-pr ;.|'. .| ||| ;| ro vii wlu'l'*
I..- kepi such un*, ni hi* own. When they were
all iii-".I loe' lin r in u comer he took .in ol green
curtain mid >....i".| th.-m wan it, rprending it
-i-i illy o-...| tb-'i willi lil own li mihi I h**ii

I.-- h.-kc il-- * I.... und wen! away, "some jm- 1;
;i ul women .*..."'; the) die neem to l"ifv«* s .m.-! Si tnt;
..f lif* Iwlilnd ti.« m. winch tin- mere rdgril il m.t

Illili ll ch ¦,.-.- to ti.."ii ll ... ow.-r t.. rn
call n...*r vivid!) tothe percept lona ol t! o*<* who
huvo k-iov-n ih'"u and loved them, ('hhd.-ri

1*1 '...-i Lima Arden'h fi-ciina nliou! h,*r lina
linet'** '.-1 .h.in.'.. M.. i;>-. -v. or tin ight he km w,

fri in tho .'.ut r child '.¦ id been ii\ ¦;.
*" i... si had d'Tii.-l that nu material ..l.j.-.t

pi" t. .. mrrow h I ail fell au
'.. ;>:. " m. ruor) - .. Ihm i-h"
..,- nholl) spiritual, uti.I upon lt* icmaiiiiti-* -..

- ul mind ngely ¦;. penile I he o
l!"il"f wan to live in the ni h ,i

-. not lu* iv... .N.,t every <>::. peril ,. -. woul I
ii ¦¦ ndi" -'.,...| lui .so readily.
li" d 1) ci'il" lol l'l "lin/ hi -.o.,,;i,\-. [f

Usl*. H til a -..ri,---.. I. ,r I,-, i'., b.-ai! t|;;,t |., \V,.,,t
HU till" .'.i.i* ol ||."| :.,a." f0| til hi-* tillie

Ifl" dappil .-* he hil known d i.-
mont -...;.- hu

.". ¦*¦.. and with cr. hi d not a little "f the
BM Well 'I .. .ii;.'A iti -roo-n uri- Inf.- ',11

li "i loni tli.vi'.'i'.i .!.-. itihahite l look which
*.' n .; tiiriii-lifd lofljttnt! t. I-,- irom all tlc
lillie objects a woman bringa i-, lt, nr.d which
nbc ul..,i" know* how lo li'p*v and «iitinire

ti ..'. were in a-t.-.i! a*.-, th -r-bv
¦. rr pr,.tl in in -.- tl,.- luipi ..-.sion that th** Imbi-

fnlioii nh*- han phot-en Im* been lived vi lona.
Ince m.ii" ithi-h',i it in the t.,indi.r ch dr

m*nr the open window, and o"i*e more I.n nt n
timk b.-r pla«e in the t >rn**r >.i T ie arcot nofs

"I lu .mc to Sill :.",..il.v."' ho I* .-ar.. "" \"U
vi" -'ill ilri iil,i| t |row, | s ip|."

" Vi-. I have ti . in plan.' I' in
it conn* ti the -uni .... id . ,,;;i n ir

-.-ml Howi r-. ii"i do rn" of the tl ... Inn
rc em-rally done. I would rather not nee any

one ki ow a'.'i". leui I nine"
" Mnv I write lo ¦.'.- d lihinleri,
¦ni ... ir**." VV

I do .i mire, I thought it
"tt. r I" II -V " *>¦.. .'¦ Mom.-n hat.

... c pl willi ti "it ii.-ar. si and li
1 w di Li*.-- i ott tli« 11*-.' * ol r.'oin-' tim m.:
ld nv. c. "i I ,|y und Xi-.

Xi. \ .. not .."ii v. ni at all!" a .ced I. tura,
"i * ne ¦. X.- '- .ht io: it will du iou

1 rdly kn I lilte lo he ulm*** i,n summer,
II Hil* tillie to iii!. Hi" Va- chuno ..'

[..'.dui:: n scnnible lif. when noliod)* is her" t..
.. Ute day* pa-* pleasantly .pV-nt, ni |..,,|

m- u tiit-t oi watermelon un *h ¦:!-... ,n. p
littl" r«'|*ciitanc" it i- nut-{i'i"Iceni tn*utmettt for
the liv.

Laura li oked a! li ii ¦¦ d then I malic I very
softly.

\.m ....ni "!'i'i*.-.i." ...| libinlirl irrnvciy,
" XX'hnt I -,r, I* t; ii*,- ti ... the ronni! uf lone
C\|l"|

" 1 wan noi la Mnu il ..¦¦ li it \ mi nald, hu!
al tlie ide fl at you .hoi 'I ptill think it worth
W hi!.- tn li ak.- mich sj. h.-. f l-l ' "'

"If I an make \ n Inn li at all it ut worth
While.*'

it all eventn, ir i- .I ol "foti t" * IV un
Whi -h "I Hu* tbreo - -11si.- r* ilu yon ivan to
take for yu ir I* Item t.. un yo rea liv . your
foo or our repentant ''"

..*|i..' I ...| wmil I I-" thc simplest and *nf-t
tn| lo s,"i can rend \onmelf what \>>

pb"i..- iv i'.'hi ri,''. \., ."i it is not a inii.it. I-

ni'i'lv w.-il done, Hut one can nay the mont
charmi ni.I ulrawlierr'***-, peaches and
Ulta without ever offondtn mil one'n t *:"

lb ink you .io\v worm* ns you ur nv obler."
Killi l.t,n i. still smili;.^. Hu! il yon would
take your progTini. erioitn.) it wouW not lu*
n hat) thing, I Inticy, .-.-. .ii.'\. however, jron
on .ht to '.'.' away fnun Un or.

¦. | sh,,uhI I.- tempted ;.. v. .-ni **a* h week
p. ,| \..u it I wen! away Bl .di.'' itiiid I"IiIhDtI.

I.mni did pol answer ut onci». She |"lftlic*-i|
ut hun with ii vague nimplcion in h«*r eyeti which
.ll ii|i"alcd Illino-! in-1 ill.! I.V. a.'tl ibr-n took IWO
rn- tiii..* Mit, hi', lu ber enil roldery hefore abe
spoke

" I would riitlvr von nltottld no! do thnl, Mic
il al lani. "* I mnv un >V"U toll you whai I

think al.! it To nie and t<> von lt si'in-

thnmitghly nbunrd that yon nlioukl not tm nv
whenever we chooee t.. meet. Tltere ar.* many
roiihoun why I nbould look upon yul an ,i Friend
nml why you nbould come more often than any
other m.ni I know, lint the world th,*ikn dif-
lerentlv. My mother hi* mtokon t.> mr aboul il
more than once, and in i. way rtte i* right,
Von know what a place ihis in tnd how ever)
,, t dks Tiiiniit everybody. ITnfortunntelv 1 lie-
in.v.* thal wn ni" on.- of lin- nc n aboul
whone prf' it,. altair*! s.ici.-tv i« rniwl

,,.,. I cannot help if now. I have
ntl righi to sn anytbin ul out your lifo, nun! "r

pi.s.nt, hit! you have told me enough about your-
stif to make me undetmtand why there is alwayi

i.ip about you, nml why there alway* will he
hen, too, \>>u wiN ni"..r make penple belleye

that von did ii't Hgbl Ilia! duel about hm-, for you
runnel tell any "i"1 what you told m.*. The eonnc-

iiui-uci* is, that \.ind 1 Inolt al if all from one

point of view, and Ihe world tret if from .iuit<>
another. I think it i* bolter to ny all tlii** on,'.-,

and to he dime with it. X* we nhalk not nu**! for
nevernl montha, people will forge! to Mik. Am
I righi lo speak lo von :."

"Perfectly right." annweri-d Ghli-lssl, An <..-

pres.j..n ol pun had nettled on hi* lean face while
sb-- bud b.-i-n talking, and did aol dinappear nt
oMce Laura nam it und wan allen! for :i moment.

.- I am norry it* I have bur! you," eke r.ai.1 pres¬
ently. ** I'erhana I wna wrong."

.. '\o. you were quite rights" Ghlnleri replied
.. X'oii would Im v.* been verv wrong Ind.I ti"' lo
tell mc. If you did not, who would? Bul I had
no simpleton ni nil thi* I i.dievi-,1 that for one
ih.-y mi'.ht Iel me alone, connlderinn what you
ure ami what I nm The contras! might i»r>t*et
you In !'.yen <>i some p.-r*.m*. l.mlv llerberl
Aid.-n and Pietro (ihlalerl."

Ile pronounced hi* own name with thc utmost
hit terncan.

.. ilea-o do not apeak of yourself In thnl wag,"
said Laura, with aotnethlnij like entreaty In ber
\. iee.

.. lt i* true enough," he anawered. "An Intel-
ligenl I'ciim niighl understand tbat I nould be nae-

il lo you. hui not tlnif you
" Ile sto'i|*'.| short,

mid ld* lone changed, '* mn .alkina, nous, uso."
h.--.nd briefly, by wry of explaining the truth,

.. l think you are, In ¦ wm,' raid Laura, quietly,
"lt la your old habit of eutgerntion. Von make
me au iiiiposrsihl," creature lN-tw."."n an urchnni'i'l
and the k"<"I m.imin.i in ohlldren'H -.tory hooks.

iiml you refer to ) ourself a* to a satanic mon8t4jr
whom no honest wanan eavld nail lier friend.
..ci are quite milt. lt '.* sheer liniment**. It
iou stay in K'.me to repent, ns rou nugget! in fun,
ki ii iu .min*.! I an nut talking ol your sm*.

A'lllcll arc i,ot hall ;:* bud ns! Voil pretend, but Ol

lid- nilli \i"W von luaial agon mking af your ..wa

it.-, lt you inn*i think perpetually of yuui-lf,
ii:..- yotirsell by nome reasonable stan Inri. Voil
i\.- in iht- worl i ;iii I yo hare no right to c.p*. t

to hud thal you ai" a Mint, li thal la winn v>u
miali, tnke \o.\s. turn monk, iud starve yourself
ip to beaven ii yon caa, And If you ebano to

ibink of ms*, do roi set nw .m a r»**l*"**tal, and build
t church over me, and pray,ai nie. 1 d<> Bot like
iiml -.ii ..! ihiii_-ii i- all unnatural and absurd.
I ..in a woman and nothing .¦!»... better Than m.mo

dy fores oj ci" nn-ni "*. and aol ia good as

..un.- others, perhaps for tlie anne reaaon. All the
rest that you imagine ie a-ntlm** tl il trash, and Mt
w..rtb tbe time ii taken you to ilunk ir. Von will
aol be '.-...-vi yout - immer ii you <-an cot rid of
it all by the tm.*- we meal In the autumn?

Tor once iu his life, t.hi-1-n wa* taken br *'ir-

r.ri*.'. ||o bail not had any iden th.it Lauri "ould

\p'.-- loi-eli ... strongly ..n any point, ntill lesa
thatni.nil talk no plain)"! about biin*.-il. Ile
wan tm too manly, however, nat to be aMtwad, and
his expression ihan ged a* he listened to her. Sha
,,,h.,I ,i- -H.- lini-iied. and lf*egan t.. make aUteasjg
iga in.

So one ever guee it"* so much g4Md odvi'-e ia
.o short ;i tim.-.' he -uii. with a laugh. "Yon)
iave ¦ wonderful power ..i condensing 1'our nen*.

mg. I»" i of.-,i lal!-: In tli*.r amy '"

N.Hen. I think i never did Ivlore. Do
ron not think ih--i<- is ame amenta what I my?*

Indict!, I '<¦: n !.. believe thal lhere la i peal
|. u'.' <-bi* cn ..'.-v.. !.¦ l. "At .ill events, I shall
lot forget it r.ihnp- yoi will li id in-- partially
¦..formed when you como back, .m ¦nat iwnnjin
io tell me."

¦. li mil lake me some tune to lind out. But if
I succeed I will tell HUI."

Ills mool had plioiri.il lor tba Lefter, and ha
talked oi l.un i* |i!.n!- during nearly half an

hoi;i X* I-- he rose tn -....

¦'.., dbi. I. dd. r itln r ant 'ptlv.
Sin lo k up -.ni *tly ¦¦- *'..- i- ok lu.* hand, and

p. *-"l it withe:." a.fec-iation.
"Uoodby. I c '-li you vary pleaaant sum-

i-.-r. nm .;:c- wc are parting.1 thunk von with
ill my henri for the many Und and friendly
things y.u have done for nie.'*

"1 have don" nothing, (ioodby, agata"
ll. turned and she stood looking at bin re-

H-eutlnii flguro n nil h" had di.-npp.ar.-d through
the ,:

."1 believe then* i* more ruo¦! In that mau than
my one km.m.," abe nhl io herself. Then nho
j jko left t. .. i v: ami "..'in t«. pre whether liitle
Iii ri crt v...-" itwake, ucl to busy herself with
t .- lani arrangements ror 1.'.* contort duri°g las)

|oui ney
(jhinter i knew timi nm.tier parting oma hefotaj

him [ti tli. m.i!' invite A.* 'i-ii il. Maddalena
doll Xi:.:; wa- .-.in; lo npentl a ronnlderablo
part of the .utnmcr with !i"i father in ruooany*,
ile went ', *.-. hr i <.!*! ;i lily often, and their
relations had ..i' Iii.- I-, i to all appearance*
friend.) and undisturbed. Ifni he doubts
wl-.othet th.* lin.il Interview before they separate 1

id months ul! pu-* o*f without some

painful incident. Ile knew Maddalena's ebor*
.'ri. well, uni ii he did not know Iii* own, it
wa* noi fm w tnt "t atndy, ll" alntraat wished
lhal he might, en lhat day, ;hig*n* io rall af a

me when nome other p**t**on wa.* prevent, for
th"!!. 'I ll-". tll< 1" "lld be HO MOW of OHIO-

lion ou cither aide, nor nnv word* whieh could
lou,] tu such v.-*.ktic*s. H.- went twice tn tho
..us.- tl-irin.. tin- week which Intervened be, .cen

I mra Ardeu'a departure and the day ii\.*.l for
Maddalena's, nyi-ig <-a. li time thal ho would
,,,..,.. n m. a promise ti which the Gotatenw

-c,-:i.e.| m lifTep ur et ugh. She would always
lie I.; I to re ns ra . ¦!. of him :u> ponible, sho
*.,.i. ihe last ii...-, rame **-h.> waa !<. leave for
1 l.'..ei-. .* on tl." foilowinn morning. (>lu*!"*rl

ann admitted, nd found her alone.
"I kr.- .. iou would rom**," *h" sui I, "thnugh

if i.s ... larc.*1
"Of course. Did I not say so? I MuajeM

rou ure *t.'l de -,.;.¦.i to g-. t., morrow."
I!.- wa* crn**c|flita that he waa saying fhe vet*f

-uni" imlifTeii-nt words .vhlch lie hud sn! ¦ fear
days earlier to Lu rn. and Mablalena answered
hm, almost ii*. Laura l> ul dune.

"Vim. Uf c.ur-.* rou ici*f not onie ta tho
lull i i nat nt,'-1 too I, i* it not *'''

"Since you *.\ ul ir. I wi1! certainly not com.'.

s,, we u>.' saying uoodby until next Benaan,** ho
¦ouli". ii'.i, hroakimc the Iee u* it were. >im*c ho
felt it ni 1st he b| ken. '* I will try und not bo
..bunion.il, and I n '. you tn l-eliove -tins on*ee
thal I am in earnest. 1 Inve something to nf
tu you Msy I XX'dl you lisf.-i to me* X""it
ml I cann.it part with two worda and ii nod of
the head, like conti.i I"-lUiiinf moos. ¦

"I will hour nil yon fare to "'ni'," answered
Maddalena, simply. "And I will try t<> lielicv.*
\ oil.

He looked ni Ihe pale thee und the aanll, i»*r-
fe t I-uti i* it ire ne Hooke, f>> sec if they wore

vs h.mi a. they often arere. But ior tbs
m.tn.uit the expression wa* nonened, 'Hie
...iiiiv. tflov played s«'ltly upon the bri dil
hair, and threw ¦ deep, warm li.lit into the
viole! eyes, n* she turn."I toward him.

'.'XX hat i* it she iiskcl. ns lie sovned to h"*i-
t;ite. .¦ llius anything happened? Aro von totaf
to he m:iiri."i:'"

'Ih.* nuestion shocked him in a way ho could
not explain.

" No 1 -int n ii thinking <>i marrying. We
have been a gnni! deal to each other, foi a long
lim.*. But for my fault.nnd it i*. ol euora*, my

fault-wv might he a* much In one another a

lives ioi over XX,- lined IO lll'*Ct in the Mini'll'T,

bur flint will not hnppon this rear. Win n von
como bm k. we mai both he changed iimr" than
we think if r*oasible to change at preoent."

In what wm ':"
I do nut know Perhaps, when we meet min, w'o

ntiall feel thnl we are really and Indy devoted
friends. Perhaps you moy bate bm altogether."

And von roe,"
"No. that is not Boaaibk*. I in not rory aa*n

of myself aa a rule. Bat that, gi least. I know.'
** I hope you nie right. If von ar* not my

friend, who should be? s.. you think I hate yon.
You ni" v.-iv wrong I am still verv foti 1 ol
you. 1 told von po the other day. V rn ihfll
IteUeve m.*. Keiaemher, when it all esjded, it was

,\.iu who imd changed.not l. I nm not icproaoh
irnr iou. I might say thal von should have known
yourself boit.r than to think tint rou could is*

faithful; but von might tell me.aaa it would bo
.iiiiti* ns i11-»i .thal 1, ¦ woman, karat what I WM
doing and had been taught to look upon mv doods
as you never could. Hut it was you who ohanpsl.
If you hud lovel m.*, I should have loved .v«u
still. Little thing! showed me lofjg tS* that
lour love wan. Og tin- wan*. If wa* never what
it WM in lim.,, limt .lays. And in>\v I have
changed, too. I love what w.*.* once, but if I
could have your love now a* it waa n» it* stroteivt
and heat, I would no! n>k for it. Why "should I?
I could never tnirst it again, nml anything la b-*r-
t.-r than thu! doubt. Ami 1 want ii.n-olnfioii."

" Ind.I, I should have v-ry little to offer you
worth your ai.pting," said Pietro, ifl ¦ kan ""Mtg.

" If I n.*ed'*d any. tho beat you could nive en

would he what I ask .not ia ciiunnlntioii nt a*J,
tint ns aonrthlng I still believe worth having fr.na

yon .and that i** your benr-st friendship."
Ohislerl was moved in spite of himself. His

face '-.tow paler and the ahadowa jjibowed iteneath
Iiis ejrea where MntldHlenn had m. oft-n BOM them.

*' YOU aro too kind.loo good,"' lie said in an un¬

steady tone.
d h.- last time lie had said almost tho same worda


